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Summary
Eight years after the beginnig of regional mapping program to define the status and distribution of llerpetofauna in
Lombardy, it was ohserved that signals of Trachemyy scripta were mich more mumeraus than those of Emys arbicularis,
For this reason and for many "arrangements” requests for other specimens of this species, we have tried to control the
mevies of the Red-Eared pond turtle over regional territory and to discourage the purchase putting in action a specific
projects that forecasts:
1 individuslization of urban or seminatural water pools thar are well delimited, easily to watch over, with covers and the
right feeding, where the animals can be assembled,
2, publication of telephone numbers and adresses of gatherings centers where applying, if it’s impossible to breed,
Truchemys,
search of alternative domeslic residence for the younger animals,
conferences, articles on specialized reviews, press-bulletins to reduce the turtles’purchase and the following forsaken;
loose specimens’ capture in natural places;
collaboratar's search for the management and contrel of Trachemys' groups in stalling,
The ARCADIA PROJECT is actually co-ordinate by Centro Studi Frpetologici “Emys” of Societd Ttaliana di Scienze
naturali in Milan and it has contribution from some organizations and assoviations and it has Jogistic and operative support
from the Civie Aquarium of Milan,
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Introduction,

Turtles of the genus frackenys are medium Lo large size animals, attaing 120 (o nearly 350 mm in lenght, The fermales
are usually somewhat larger than males,

There are five species in the genus: Trachemys decussata (Gray, 1831) is found in Cuba, the Tsle of Pines and the
Cayman Islands; T terrapen is known only on Jamaica; T stefreger (Schmidt, 1928) is distributed in Pucrto Rico, northern
and eastern Hispaniola, Cuba, the Isle of Pines and the Bahamay, T. decorata {Barhour & Carr, 1940} is known only on the
island of Hispaniola in Haiti and the Dominican Repuhlic in the Caribbean; T. seripta (Schoepfl, 1792) has a rather wide
distribution in the eastern and southern United States of America, Mexico, Central and South America and a long history of
introduction elsewhere {Gasperetti 1., Stimson, Miller, Roas, Gasperesti P, 1993).

Trachemys scripta elegems (Wied, 1839} is the subspecies which interests italian trade; it is a native of the Mississippi
River, from Scuthern Michigan to the Gulf of Mexico, gastward to Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama, then
westward to castern Nebraska and Kansas, most of Oklahoma and most of Texas.. Males are more slight thun [emales, the
tail is lunger and thicker, claws on the forefeet are unusually long, Carapace is ovate, moderately domed, less in females.
Usually in adults carapace is longer than 200 mm { 243 mm i the longest one oberved in the studied animals until now).
They lay about 10 eggs; the young are carnivores, becoming more onuivorous with marurity

Trachemys problem

By official sumber taken from the National Foreign Trade Ministery, il has been calculared that about 900.000 small
Trachemys lurtles are imported in Ttaly every year,

The number of turtles which come in Lombardy, the region where there is our Centra Studi Erpetologici and whers it
does the most important part of its activity, 15 about 300.000 every year.

Formunately or unfortunately {it depends from the different point of view: man or animal) the most part of them dom't
get over the first hreeding year. This is due hoth to the fact that the elementary rules of breeding are not observed, and 1o
the general disinformation in this feld.

In fact their breeding is shown from the great part of pet shopkecper, as one of the easier and almost never they
remember 1o the potential breeder that they are very young specimen of a species which as adult can reach 25 cm of length
and gt over one chilo of weight.

Neverheless a percentage of them {about 30% in Lomhardy) can live and grow both for the ability of the breeders and
for some good combinations. The disinformation about the problems due to the size increasing ( as necessary space
filtration and cleaning of the water, feeding, ete,} and the high cost for the necessary equipment (for example you can not
easily find plastic aqua-terrarium) cause, as for ather pel, a notable case of ahandonmenl.
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A lot of forsaken Trachemys'specimens are put in more or less natural damp places (Giuliano, 1988) without
cansidering the possible negative interrelations of these exotic species with our fauna, in particular with the European pond
turtle, Emyy orbicularis, which still five in different country of Lombardy (as it has been shown in Table nr 1.

Muorcover Trachenmys themselves, if breeded in good temperature and feeding conditions, dou't use to the environmental
difficulties, dicing in few months (White, 1988),

The uncontrolled abandonment is not easily avoidable even if some Italian regions made precise prombition and
expressly fine at this regard.

Tab. L. Finding of Trachenys seripra {more than 5 specimens) in parks and preserves
in Lombardy. (Risearch 1988-1995, Centro Studi Erpetologici $.1.8 M)
CO Coma, MI Milan, BG Bergamo, BS Brescia
MW Mantova, CR Cremona, PV Pavia

Lage Montorfano (CO) Idroscalo-Laghetto Vergini (MDD
Parco del Mincio (WMIN) Valli del Mincio (M)

Parco Mord Milano (MI) Pareo Agricolo Sud Milane (MI)
Lago Sartirana (CO) Lapo Alzerio (CO)

Torbiere Iseo (BS) Laga Pusiano {CO)

Tarco del Ticino (MI-PV) Conlluenza Lambro-Fo (M)
Fontanile dei rati (M1) Parco Adda Nord (BG-CO-MI)
Parco Adda Sud (MI) Parco Valle Lambro (MI)

Farco Groane (MT) Riserva Le Bine (CR-MN)
Parco dell'Oplio (CR) Parco del Serio {CR)

Arcadia Project

During eight years of studies, to define the condition of the lombard population of Furopean pond turtle (&wmns
orbicufaris), it has been verified that most of the received signalling ( = 70%) was sbout  Trachenys scripie specimens
indiscriminately abandoned in different damp places studied. For this reason and for many "arrangements” requests for other
specimens of this species, it has been tried to give a nule to the shift of these animals on the regional field and to discourage
the purchase putting in action a specific project.

The operative phase of this project called "ARCADIA LOMBARDY PROJECT" from the first oficial place of study
and immission, are the following:

a) A shrewd divulgation of the telephone number and addresses of the centres which accepted to collect Zrachemys given
up fora real impassibility to feed and to breed them (1o aveid a big abandonment)

b} Research of an alternative domestic arrangement for the younger forsaken specimens; sanitary care in tanks and rooms
of the Clivic Aquarium of Milan for debilitated or with evident diseases animals { asking , if possible, a contribution from
the breeders).

¢) Searching of artificial or seminatural urban water pools, well delimited and easily guarded, with covers and the right
feeding, where stalling the abandoned specimens.

d) Conferences, articles on specialized reviews, press-bulletins to rend more conscious the pet shopkeeper and the potential
buver, to reduce the abandonment. ;

e} Research of collaborators and economic sustainements for menagement and controls of Trachemys eroups, stalled in
places of release or for the ones recovered for necessary cares.

Further mare, these are the steps followed to reach the goal,

1. How the releasing places have been focused.

- The damp places must be almast large and with good environmental condition (there has nol Lo be too much aguatic
semidormestic avifauna).

- It’s not possible to have too much strict contact between animals and visitors, so there enclosures are necessary or
to forbid the entrance at least on one part of the water pools.

- I other turtles of the same species are already present, they will be censused to decide the possibility tor a
subsequent immission. This fact, above all if they are there from several years, will prove that the place can give good
invernal refuge, food enough | warm zones, ete,

- Fishes of different sizes must be present to give the chance to the turtles to capture the weaker and sick of them,
- Researchers and their collaborators must have an easy access (near to Milan, where there are the centres),
2, Whai kind of study are performed.
In the preparatory phase;
- Verify of the ecological power of the area for the life of the present turtles.
- Evaluation of the porentiality of the area for new controlled immission.
- Request for the licence from the owner of the area to access and to do the forceast activities:
ohservations of the conduer;
search of turtles laing;
capture of turtles; control of the marked animals;
permit o move tuitles from one to another area after a nght census and correct emvironmental evaluation;
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tempararely collection. in special tanks or ponds, of the turtles which have been found sick or given from private
hreedeers for quarantene. '
- In the active phase:

- Capture as more as possible of the turtles, their marking and count and census with an identification card;

- preparation of one or more pasters about the biology and the problems of the species inviting the wvisitors to give
animals that they don't want anymare ta the responsibles of the arsa ar to the researchers;

- right divulgation to explain ta the breadeers problems and rules about their abandemment by articles oo Jocal papers
and conferences:

- callection of environmental (distobution and preferences, trophic possibility, real or potential predators, elc)
metereologic (water/earth temperature in relation wilh turtles shifts, atmospheric conditions) and chimicals/physical (PH
Mitrates, hardness ele) parameters,

- sanitary control of the turdes and removal of sick or debilitated animals (possibility to  recover them in near structure
or dircetly in the Civie Agquarium of Milan).

Sponsors’ research

Economical support will be assured at first by pleader centres but new forms of sponsor are needed to fully reach the
aims. For this reason official contact are already started with trading Ttalisn representation of TETRA and JBL, both very
interested to the freshwater turtles probiems. Economical support is necessary to provide

- cost refund for people which work For the capture |, temporarely stalling and arrangement of Trachemys,

- the purchase of codified or numbered plastic cards for the marking;

- the purchase of tanks and equipments for the temporarely stalling of young or sick or wonded animals;

- imedicines purchase;

- artificial integrative feeding of naturalized proups;

- the printing and capillary distribution of a brochure abour the biology, the necessity and the breeding prablems of
Frachemys,

- partecipation in national and international cangress about problems management and preservation of Chelonians,

Centres involved in the Arcadia Project

Lombardy Arcadia Project is actually co-ordinate by Centro Studi Erpetologici of Societa Italiana di Scienze Naturali in
Milan, but it has the logistic and operating help of Civic Aquarium of Milan, of EN P A of Milan, of L.A.C. Lombardy
and of W W.E. Lombardy.

At least n a part of the project are involved alse;

- AMICTI DEL PARCO ARCADIA Association

- Feologieal Volunteers Guards of Lombardy Region

- Preservalion Committee of SOCIETAS HERPETOLOGICA ITALICA

The centres available to face the more difficult part of the project, as to collect signalling abowur abandoned turtles,
will try to contain these shutts and abandonment over the regional territory, and will atways precisely give times and hours
of this service.

Future porpouses.

Knowing thal the Project , even if well organized, will not go on endlessly (going on with the actual release rhythm,
in few years all the available bogs will be saturated) our Centro Studi Lrpetologici and the other ones involved are
already operating to obtain that at nacional, and better ar international level will be take the no more liable to deferment
decision Lo
| LLIMETING THE TRAOE ( reducing numbers of imported animals, reducing centres qualified o sell  them with
accurate sanirary rules and of breading, forbidding their fee distibution in firs and Luna-parks)
2IMSCOURAGING THE PURCHASE (increasing the prices; divulgation of breed problems)

3 FORBIDINNG THE INTRODUCTION IN NATURE {with regional and national rules)

ENGAGING AMERICAN FARMSY FOR PHE COMING BACK QFF ADULT ABANDONGD TURTIES (charging this
cost on the sale price and founding official collecting centre in buyer Countries, able to get over to the sanitary
probloms given by U.S A rules about the impartation of life animals).
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Proceedings

Astrachelys priphora i e rerest rtoise i the world Reared ar Ampijorsa, in Malagasy, and ar St Catherine fsland (i this pleet), its fotal
strenpth never exceed @ few fen individuals in captivity and e feve hindred ones in e wild An excelfent conservetion programme concerns
this animal, leaded by thee Sersey Wildlife Comservarion Trose and the Wildlife Conservation Sociery, Nevertheless, af e beginning of may
1998, part of the tortuise populations fadults and juveniles) fave been stolen at Ampijaroa, flying specialises inte a rage ard disappoiniment,
Ko, this fortmive iy a@ symbol, by iy searcemesy, by the éfforts made (o profect i, amld by e threaty which hang ever it of the diffienls
cenmyvervarion of the torfoises in i world,
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